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"the will of the tsar must be obeyed like the Gospel/' ten (out of twelve) ministers took the unprecedented step of sending to the emperor a joint letter begging him to reconsider his decision; a blunt reference to the "inadmissible divergence of opinion77 within the council of ministers was tantamount to a request by the signatories to be relieved of their duties.5 "The ministers are rotten/' was the empress's verdict; Goremykin was "shocked and horrified/' and the appeal to the tsar went unheeded.
With the ministers at odds and practically on non-speaking terms with their president, the Duma and the country increasingly restless, and the empress clamoring for the heads of those members of the council who had the temerity to oppose her own and Rasputin's wishes, the reconstruction of the cabinet could not be long delayed. The manner in which it was accomplished, however, was such as to defeat its avowed objects—national unity and administrative efficiency. Goremy-kiVs extreme unpopularity and the realization that his appearance in the Duma would lead to hostile demonstrations forced Alexandra Fedorovna to agree that he could no longer remain at the helm of the government. In January, 1916, he was succeeded by B. V. Sturmer, an even more contemptible specimen of the St. Petersburg bureaucracy than his predecessor. The new president of the council, according to N. N. Pokrovsky, one of his colleagues, "gave the impression of a man of extremely limited gifts, one suffering from acute sclerosis due to advanced age/' and incapable of formulating the simplest thought without first putting it down in writing. Sturmer, moreover, was surrounded by a group of unscrupulous adventurers and was suspected, it would seem on good grounds, of questionable financial dealings. The empress nevertheless held that he was the "right man" because he "very much values Gregory, which is important," and "completely believes" in Rasputin's "wonderful, God-sent wisdom." While in office Sturmer made weekly reports to Alexandra Fedorovna and kept in close touch with her through her friend and confidante Madame Vyrubov. In November, 1916, he was forced into retirement by a bitter personal attack upon him and the empress, which was launched in the Duma by Miliukov. The next president of the council, A. F.
5 The letter was signed by eight civilian ministers, but the ministers of war and of the navy (Polivanov and Admiral J. K. Grigorovich) informed the tsar of their solidarity with their colleagues. Goremykin and the minister of justice A. A. Khvostov took no part in the collective demarche.

